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Libs may allow conscience vote on same-sex marriage

The Liberal Party may switch tack and allow a conscience vote in Federal Parliament on same-
sex marriage after the 2013 election.

At least, it will if the Young Liberals get their way.

Delegates to the Federal Young Liberal Convention 2013 in Hobart in early February are reported 
to have passed a motion calling for the Liberal Party to allow a conscience vote on the issue of 
same sex marriage after the 2013 election.

The motion was moved by the Victorian delegation to the convention and received around two-
thirds support from all delegates in attendance.

The wording of the motion, as passed, was:

"The Federal Conference calls on the Federal Party to grant its Members and Senators a 
conscience vote on same-sex marriage, after the 2013 election."

Civil Liberties Australia is calling on all political parties to allow a conscience vote on same-sex 
marriage votes this year and next. The parties should also allow conscience votes on other 
‘personal’ issues, such as euthanasia. 

With membership of the two main parties thought to be only about 35,000 each, a party-dictated 
vote on any topic formally reflects the viewpoint of only about 0.16% of the Australian people.

In terms of same sex-sex marriage, a Galaxy poll in August last year showed that 52% of 
Coalition voters support same-sex marriage, so that the senior Liberal Party’s position appears 
likely to be at odds with its own membership. About 64% of  people supported the proposal in an 
online poll run by the House of Representatives last year.

Polls for decades have shown the Australian people in favour of euthanasia properly regulated 
under strict laws. The percentages vary from poll to poll, but one in late-2012 showed about 80% 
of people supported euthanasia. Those opposed to euthanasia account for usually about 12-15% 
of people polled, with a small percentage uncertain.

What, however, is certain is that Australia’s political parties do not represent the people on these 
two crucial issues. The Young Liberals obviously are closer to the people on this issue than are 
their seniors.
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